New therapies for systemic lupus erythematosus: cellular targets.
Antilymphocyte antibodies have been widely used in oncology and transplantation and are now being tested in autoimmune diseases. For systemic lupus erythematosus, anti-B-cell antibodies are furthest along in development. This article discusses the B-cell abnormalities found in systemic lupus erythematosus and the clinical and immunologic effects of anti-B-cell therapies.